Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

December 10, 2025
Mayor Bob Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Jordan Castello, Colby Rinehart, Ruth Saffell, Jay Van Horn, Carol Merritt, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Administrator Dirk Davis, Solicitor Michael Shaheen
Absent: Zach Gaston
Guest(s)

Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Chuck Little, Shirley Lucas, Gordon Price, Kerry McKeever, Paul Leek, Sabin Ward
Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Jay Van Horn made a motion to approve the November meeting minutes, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Kerry McKeever addressed council and stated that he wishes to install billboards on his corner property at the four way stop.  Kerry offered one of the six billboards to the village to use.  Jordan stated that she felt there may be a safety issue with people negotiating traffic while at the stop signs and trying to read the boards.  Carol and Ruth also had concerns over traffic safety.  Jay stated that as long as it is done tastefully it is private property and he can do what he wants with it.  Mr. Shaheen asked Kerry about the easement for the corner of that property for road work and stated that this issue and the billboards are in no way tied to each other.  Mr. Shaheen asked Kerry and Dirk to have a map made out of where the work will be done for the easement and then the council will pass a resolution.  Kerry is going to present a drawing for the billboards to council next month.  

Gordon Price stated that the American Legion would like to use the lot beside of the legion building.  Gordon asked if there could be an arrangement to lease of use the lot and improve the lot as well as install a small storage shed.  Mr. Shaheen suggested that some basic lease with a 60 day termination notice to use the property be made and he will work on that.  

Administrator Dirk Davis presented his monthly report:

· The deed for the corner property at the four way is being reworked by Mr. Shaheen and the Belmont County TID.  We need some restrictions lifted in order to erect a welcome to Bethesda sign and make beautification improvements. 
· The contract for snow plowing in the Epworth Cottages is $65 per plowing and $45 for salting.  

· Dirk sent images to Mr. Shaheen with the oil leak spots from Kimble.  

· Dirk thanked Rick and Colby for putting lights on the plaza trees.

Fiscal Officer Burkhead stated that the budget would be done at year end and need approved at the next meeting.  Rick will get the approve gift cards for Christmas by this weekend.
Mayor Bob Flanagan wished everyone Merry Christmas.  Bob read a letter about Columbia Gas rates.  Dirk is going to verify if it affects us with Larry Taylor.

Solicitor Shaheen spoke about the Kimble truck fluid leaks.  The person at Kimble would like specific addresses and we sent that to them.  They called back and asked for dates and we responded to that.  Mr. Shaheen spoke to Larry Merry and stated that we will not accept the deed for the corner lot as it is written.  We are going to rewrite the description and include that we will not put anything in the state right of way but the remaining property will be allowed to have improvements made to it.  Colby stated that he would get Mr. Shaheen the right of way distance from center line.  Mr. Shaheen stated that the 508 Rice Avenue property is owned by John Lucas estate and they claim that the garage is worth $20,000 and he intends to sell it.  Mr. Shaheen is going to reach out to the attorney for the estate. Mr. Shaheen spoke to EQT and asked if they could have a gentleman’s agreement for now to see if the village can get a grant to repave Main Street, that then they will help the village with some matching funds.  Mr. Shaheen presented Resolution 2025-8 which approves the purchase of a fire truck from Sutphen and to seek bond counsel.  Jordan Castello made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Colby Rinehart, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Mr. Shaheen presented Resolution 2025-9 which allows the contract for Mr. Shaheen to be the village solicitor for 2026 and 2027 for $1400 a month.  Jordan Castello made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-9, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
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Office Paul Leek gave the police report:
· The Explorer was taken to Bob’s Transmission to have a rebuild that council approved.

· Calvin is working on specs for a new cruiser to them apply for a grant/loan.

· There were three traffic stops and two citations.

· The police department thanks the senior citizens and Twila Cumberledge for helping with shop with a cop.  Thank you to everyone who donated.  Also, thank you to Marty Lucas who delivered toys from his boss which gave an extra toy to each child.  There were over 80 children who got gifts this year. 

· Chief Storm would like to hire Sabin Ward as patrolmen for a six month probation. Paul stated that he works with Sabin at Flushing and his is very nice to work with.  Ruth Saffell made a motion to approve the hiring, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.


Jordan Castello made a motion to go into executive session to discuss Personnel Wages, at 7:25 p.m., seconded by Ruth Saffell, Ruth - Yes, Jordan – Yes, Jay – Yes, Carol - Yes, Colby – Yes. 

At 7:59 p.m. Mayor Bob Flanagan declared executive session over.

Rick presented Ordinance 2025-4 which is the annual housekeeping ordinance for 2026.  Charges are: Administrator to $1900/Month, Byron $22/hr, Jimmy $24/hr, Daniel $18/hr, Theresa $450/week, Police Officers $19/hr, Police Sergeant $21/hr, Police Chief $24/hr, Assistant Fire Chief $750/Month, Paramedics $23/hr, EMTA’s $20/hr, Basic EMT $19/hr, Solicitor $1400/Month, Mayors Court Clerk $600/Month, Fiscal Officer $2700/Month, Mayor $800/Month, Council $200/Month, Council President $250/Month.  Carol Merritt made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Abstain, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Ruth Saffell made a motion to approve Ordinance 2025-4, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Abstain, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
Jordan Castello stated that she has an issue with the nativity scene on village property.  Jordan doesn’t believe that a government entity should be allowed to put it up.  Jay stated that we have had the nativity scene there for several years.  Jay stated that anyone who wants to put up their own religious items is permitted and that we are not shutting people out from being able to display anything.  Ruth stated that she had people complain that the nativity was taken down once. 
Motion to pay bills by Carol Merritt, 2nd by Ruth Saffell, with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Jordan Castello, 2nd by Carol Merritt, with a unanimous vote.
The next meeting will be Wednesday January 14th, 2026 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
